Farther Than We Can Fall
by Ray Haynes

“Your love reaches farther than we can
fall...” Daniel Doss Band

s there hope for your situation? I
Irecenﬂy talked with a rather discouraged
man who felt like his life was spiraling
downbhill fast. He asked me where I worked
and I told him about the radio station and
he quickly apologized for all the cursing he
had been doing and asked me if I thought
his suffering meant God was mad at him. I
replied that it was more likely that the devil was attacking him. He
said “Well, I would like to know when it's gonna end?” I hear that
question asked a lot by people who are going through hard times,
Christians and non-Christians alike. This man’s struggles were
difficult but not unusual and the truth is, if he doesn’t put Jesus in
charge of his life, his struggles will likely get much worse and then
eternally worse when he dies. He was frustrated and felt alone in his
pain, but he wasn’t. The most important thing truth he needed to
hear was that God was for him and not against him.

In last month’s newsletter I shared about the massive physical
destruction a broken water pipe and a whole lot of water caused to
our building and the financial lull that summer was causing. The
clean up, dry out, and reconstruction is just about finished and a late
July Sharathon helped us catch up on many of the bills.

The testing of our faith and the maturing of our prayer life bring
unique challenges which we must all face and embrace. I am so
glad the plan of God isn't frazzled individuals making the best of
bad situations, but the body of Christ each doing their part to help
direct each others eyes on the majesty of Jesus. God may use a song,
a sermon, a prayer, a text, a call, a comment, or an encouraging
word to turn our eyes away from the difficult situation and onto His
presence. He is in control!

Psalm 46 tells us, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present
help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, even though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the
sea; though its waters roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with its swelling. There is a river whose streams shall make
glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacle of the Most
High. God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God shall
help her, just at the break of dawn”

I especially love the idea that the removing of the earth is no big
deal. What? How is that not a big deal? If we lose a job it’s a big
deal! When we get sick it’s a big deal! Etc etc etc! But now...wait

for it...yes it’s true...we are not in control and we are not supposed
to be in control. It often takes a disaster of some sort to remind us
that God is way ahead of us and has plans for us that we have never
even considered. It’s His kingdom after all and He has been God for
eternity past and He has a handle on the big stuff (like keeping the
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earth in place) and the little stuff too (like your present and future).
But the breaking of the dawn always comes at the end of night. It
never arrives one second earlier no matter how fearful or desperate
we are. Both the dawn and the night have their place and purpose.
They are both part of His plan. If you're in a season of darkness

right now, do your best to press into Jesus. Ask Him to teach you
something you don’t currently know about prayer. Ask Him what you
are lacking in regards to knowledge, understanding, and revelation.

My best friend sent me an encouraging email on one particularly
trying day last month that said, “..the station flooded with natural
water...from a tiny pipe...a tiny trickle....but that is all that was
needed to get the flood going...to saturate old walls and old floors...
the things that prop you up and the very things you stand upon in
the natural. The walls and floors have to go through restoration and
replacing in some places...may all of our walls be saturated and the
floors that we stand on be replaced so that we are only standing and
being propped up by our Father! Trust and obey for theres no other
way! I know Jesus is so proud of you!”

As T sit here looking at a brand new
hardwood floor that we could never
have afforded to install...as I look at
an on-air studio that is far better than
before...as I look at countless out of
work Christians who were hired to do
the reconstruction...as I give thanks
for an insurance company that went
above and beyond to be a blessing...
as I consider the bigger picture and the
lives that were profoundly impacted
by our water leak...I have to wonder if
our flood waters didn't originate from
“a river whose streams make glad the
city of God...God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved” So
many hurting people were not “moved”, but were improved. And as I
take stock of the spiritual floors and spiritual walls around me in the
lives of others, I see God in the midst of them working, waiting for the
breaking of the dawn. I see unexpected blessings, and I am glad that His
love reaches farther than we can fall...so much farther than we can fall.

Expect the unexpected...pray for it...wait for it...find a way to

help someone else whenever you get fearful. When the flood waters
come and destroy the walls and floors you have depended on...and
you can’t imagine it getting worse...or better...give thanks. Look a
little harder at your situation because God is in the midst, ensuring
that instead of being moved, you will be improved...and as you look
through the raging water of destruction, you will see Him there. If
you are one of those folks who are trying so hard to hold your world
in place, maybe it’s time to let God take a turn at making all things
good in their time. He has a greater plan than you do for your life
and nothing can hinder Him. Don’t be offended at His patience;
your life is depending on it. “God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble”



Ministry Spotlight

StreetGRACE:

Help End Childhood
Sexual Exploitation

Street GRACE is an alliance of churches,
community partners, and volunteers dedicated
to supporting, enlarging, and allying with those individuals

and organizations working toward eliminating the commercial
sexual exploitation of children. Street GRACE mobilizes the
resources within the community — financial, human and
material — toward those organizations and individuals who have
demonstrated effectiveness in battling sexual exploitation in the
areas of advocacy, aftercare and mentoring.

Their ultimate goal is the elimination of this problem in the city of
Atlanta and duplication of these efforts in other cities across the
United States.

Street GRACE partners with leaders in the community to create
and drive an “outcry” campaign that will inform and educate
broad audiences across metro-Atlanta and elsewhere. Currently,
their goal is to strengthen legislation around the commercial
sexual exploitation of children and to raise awareness about this

]“‘ m was born in Albany, Georgia, the only

boy growing up with five sisters. He spent most
of his life living across the southeast on Marine
Corp bases where his father was stationed.
“Mom was a prayerful woman and dad was very
devout in his faith and involved in our church.
Without the Lord, they wouldn’t have been able
to manage with six kids.”

John first became interested in broadcasting while
living in Jacksonville, Florida in the early ‘70’s
when he got to sit in on a shift at WAPE. After
seeing how much fun the announcer was having on the air, John knew he
wanted to be on the radio, so he spent time practicing cueing up records on his
turntable as well as reading into a tape recorder at home. He'd play back the
tape, read again and repeat the process in an effort to lose his Albany accent.

In the first part of his senior year in high
school, John met Denis Reid, a local disc
jockey in Beaufort, South Carolina who said
to John, “You'’re funny; you ought to be in
radio.” Denis invited him to visit the station.
John did, and stayed. On October 16, 1976
John went on the air for the first time on
WSIB playing Top 40 music. His first words
were memorable for the wrong reason. “I
opened the mic and immediately froze up. I
couldn’t speak a word.”

John would eventually overcome his silence to launch a long and successful
career in radio. Life wasn’t always pleasant working at Top 40. “I can’t tell
you how crazy a man can get by playing “Disco Duck” three or four times
during one air shift!” After a stint in country music, John went back to Top
40 radio in Savannah and then returned to the Beaufort area as Program
Director and morning man for WQLO in the early 1980’s. In 1982 John

got a call from a friend in Atlanta who helped land him a job at The Video
Music Channel. “I was absolutely thrilled to be on television. They gave me
the afternoon slot from 4pm to 8pm. Man, what an experience. It was my first
time in Atlanta, first time on television, first time seeing my name in a TV
Guide. We were on cable, local airwaves and direct broadcast satellite from
Boston to Austin. Could life get any better?”

Life did indeed get better, in a
very big way. In the fall of 1983
John and his wife Pam both
accepted Jesus Christ as Savior.
“It was such a neat thing. The
same guy that introduced me to
radio introduced me to Jesus as
Lord. Denis Reid had become a
Christian and came to Atlanta

to visit. By the end of one week
he had taken me through the Scriptures, shown me the Gospel and led me to
the Lord. Denis’ wife did the same for Pam the very same night and our lives
truly began at that moment.” A few months later, while attending Landmark
Church in Norcross, John met Dr. Ted Baeher, founder of Movie Guide and
The Christian Film and Television Commission. Ted told John about WWEV
and then made a call to station manager Jim Pennington who invited John to
take over the morning show. At the time the station was making the transition

issue among at least 1,000,000 people in the metro-Atlanta area.

Atlanta has developed a national reputation as a sexual tourist

destination.

o 12,400 men each month in Georgia pay for sex with a young
female, 7,200 of whom end up exploiting an adolescent.

o The average age of the exploited children is 14, but girls as
young as 10 and 11 are being exploited.

o 42% of men who buy sex with young females live north of the
perimeter

o Over 400,000 men in Georgia today have bought sex with a
young female.

o 20-40% of the victims forced or recruited into prostitution
were juveniles. In some cases, girls are kidnapped and then
sold to pimps against their will.

Street GRACE works with our Community Partners to identify
and support, financially or with volunteers, safe houses - nurturing
environments where victims of child
sex trafficking can receive treatment for
their physical and psychological wounds,
enabling them to resume normal lives as
children and teens.

www.streetgrace.org

from what was called traditional to Contemporary Christian music. It was a
change that meant fantastic growth for the ministry of FM 91.5.

In addition to radio and television, John has had the opportunity to be involved
in film. “My first big role was a mustard gas victim in a Center for Disease Control
bio hazard film...I don’t remember being asked for any autographs after that
one” Another opportunity came up with the filming L (T

of “The War” with Kevin Costner in Gay, Georgia. &
“The thrill of that experience was getting into one
shot where I walk in between Costner and the camera.
I mean a whole one and a half seconds of face time!” EB*

John picked up another extra role for the mini
series Andersonville. “We were on that set for six =
weeks as part of a group of extras used in the daily
filming of the picture. On weekends they’d call in
hundreds of people as extras for the wider shots B&
and bigger scenes. John Frankenheimer directed
the film and I was amazed to watch the man
work every day. I remember vividly the day that Mr. Frankenheimer spoke
to me personally...he said ‘Get out of my shot! Who put you in my shot’?”

In 1987, after four years at WWEV, John moved his family to St. Augustine,
Florida to begin a business with his brother in law. The escape from radio proved
to be short lived, “That venture lasted about sixty days and it was back on the
radio for me” John programmed a station in St. Augustine for almost two years
and then moved back to Beaufort, S.C. to do afternoons on KISS FM, a light rock
station whose format was “Light Rock, Less Talk” “Anybody that knows me,
knows that “less talk” isn’t something I do well with.” So, in 1991 John became
Station Manager at a local Oldies station, and then took over a local pest control
contracting company. By 1997 it was back to radio again when John was hired
as Operations Manager for a group of stations in Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina. In 2001 the radio group was sold and John went to work full time at his
church as the Director of Grounds and Buildings, and served as the audio engineer.

By the fall of 2006 radio came calling again when
John was invited to be a part of Victory 91.5’s 25th
anniversary celebration. During the event he was
asked if he would be interested in coming back on
the air to do the morning show. “I didn’t have to
think about that for a minute. It was an immediate
yes”. At the time, funding wasn’t in place to
accommodate moving John and his family to North
Georgia, so a remote studio was set up enabling
John to record the program from his home in South
Carolina. Using new internet technology, John came
back on the air the first week of January 2007 while still living in Carolina. That same
fall, John moved to the Panhandle of Florida to manage another radio station while
continuing to record the morning program for Victory 91.5.

In May of this year funds were finally in place to bring John and his family back to
North Georgia to broadcast the morning show live from the Victory 91.5 studios.
“I really feel like it’s a prayer answered, a dream come
true.” John and his wife Pam have been married thirty
years and have 5 children, one still at home, eight grand
children, and three poodles. They’re just getting settled
in and hope to find a great church to plug into in this
area. “We’re just looking to serve” John says, “Pam
loves to work with the three and four year olds and I've
always like to be involved with youth and adult bible
fellowships. There are so many great churches around
here it’ll be hard to narrow down our choices, but we
know that God has the perfect place picked out for us
already. It’s just really cool to be back in Cumming.”




